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the necessity of the immolation of hundreds^ if not thou-
sands, to appease the hunger of dictators who have no belief
in Ahimsa. Indeed the maxim is that Ahimsa is the most effi-
cacious in front of the greatest Himsa. Its quality is really
tested only in such cases. Sufferers need not see the result
during their lifetime. They must have faith that, if their
cult survives, the result is a certainty. The method of vio-
lence gives no greater guarantee than that of non-violence.
It gives infinitely less. For the faith of the votary of Ahimsa
is lacking.

The writer contends that I approached the Jewish
problem ' 'without that fundamental earnestness and pas-
sionate search for truth which are so characteristic of his
usual treatment of problems". All I can say is that to my
knowledge tjiere was lack neither of earnestness nor of pas-
sion for truth when I wrote the article. The second charge
of the writer is more serious. He thinks that my zeal for
Hindu-Muslim unity made me partial to the Arab presenta-
tion of the case, especially as that side was naturally empha-
sized in India. I have often said that I would not sell truth
for the sake of India's deliverance. Much less would I do
so for winning Muslim friendship. The writer thinks that
I am wrong on the Jewish question as I was wrong on the
Khilafat question. Even at this distance of time I have
no regret whatsoever for having taken up the Khilafat
cause. I know that my persistence does not prove the cor-
rectness of my attitude. Only it is necessary for everyone
concerned to know where I stand today about my action
in 1919-'2O.

I am painfully conscious of the fact that this writing
of mine will give no satisfaction either to the Editor of
Jewish Frontier or to my many Jewish friends. Nevertheless
I wish with all my heart that somehow or other the perse-
cution of the Jews in Germany will end, and that the ques-
tion in Palestine will be settled to the satisfaction of all the
parties concerned.
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